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(57) Abstract: An ^paratus which automatically determines a por- 
tion showing characteristic of a speech waveform with a high relia- 
bility includes an acoustic/rhythm analyzer (92) for calculating dis- 
tribution of energy of a predetermined frequency region of a speech 
waveform from data on the time axis and extracting a region where 
the syllable of the speech waveform is pronounced stably according 
to the distribution and the speech waveform pitch, a cepstrum ana- 
lyzer (94) for estimating a region where the speech waveform change 
is preferably controlled by a speaker according to the distribution of 
the spectrum of the speech wavefonn on the time axis, and a pseudo 
syllabic center extractor (96) for deciding the region extracted as a 
region pronounced stably and estimated that the change is preferably 
controlled by the speaker as a highly reliable portion of the speech 
waveform. 
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